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SUB J : GDR DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER COMMENTS ON PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
LETTER TO SAKHAROV 

1 . AT FEBRUARY 23 SOVIET EMBASSY ARMY DAY RECEPTION, GDR 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER GRUNERT INITIATED CONVERSATION 
WITH CHARGE ON PRESIDENT CARTER'S LETTER TO SAKHAROV. 

GRUNERT SAID THEY WERE SHOCKED (ERSCHROCKEN) BY THE LETTER. 

HE IMPLIED THAT THE LETTER WAS NOT IN THE SPIRIT OF 

DETENTE OR IMPROVING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US AND THE 
USSR. IN RESPONSE CHARGE TOLD GRUNERT THE PRESIDENT 
CARTER BELIEVES STRONGLY IN HUMAN RIGHTS, THAT THE LETTER 
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WAS TO SAKHAROV AS AN INDIVIDUAL AND THAT IT SHOULD BE 
SEEN IN THE CONTEXT OF THE PRESIDENT’S OVERALL POLICY 
TOWARD THE SOVIET UNION. 

2. CHARGE THEN SAID THAT SINCE THE LETTER DID NOT INVOLVE 
THE GDR, HE THOUGHT IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN MORE APPROPRIATE 
FOR GRUNERT TO COMMENT ON THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE OF 
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THANKS TO MR. HONECKER. GRUNERT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE WAS A GOOD SIGN. HE WENT ON TO 
MAKE SPECIAL MENTION OF SECRETARY VANCE'S MESSAGE TO 
FOREIGN MINISTER FISCHER WHICH, HE SAID, THE GDR HAD 
ASSESSED AS A POSITIVE SIGN FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. HE WOUND UP BY 
SUGGESTING THAT PERHAPS SECRETARY VANCE AND FOREIGN 
MINISTER FISCHER COULD MEET AT THE NEXT SESSION OF THE 
UNGA. CHARGE UNDERTOOK TO CONVEY THIS INTEREST TO 
WASHINGTON. 

3. GRUNERT'S COMMENTS ON THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER TO 
SAKHAROV APPEAR TO FIT EAST GERMANS' CONCERNS IN THIS 
GENERAL AREA. AT A LUNCHEON LAST WEEK WITH THE INSPECTION 
TEAM, MFA AMERICAN DIVISION CHIEF GEYER RAISED THE 
QUESTION OF DISSIDENTS IN EASTERN EUROPE AND QUESTIONED 
WHAT US INTENTIONS WERE IN SUCH MATTERS. HE ADDED THAT 
PRESIDENT CARTER HAD BEEN MAKING A NUMBER OF SPEECHES 
AND STATEMENTS CONTAINING PROMISES, AND THE GDR WAS 
FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO ASSESS WHICH OF THESE STATEMENTS 
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS POLICY FORMULATION AND WHICH 

AS MERELY POLITICAL RHETORIC. 

4. WE HAVE THE INITIAL IMPRESSION THAT THESE EXPRESSIONS 
OF CONCERN REFLECT EAST GERMAN UNEASINESS THAT THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS ASPECT OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION MAY WELL 
HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON US/SOVIET RELATIONS, WITH A 
FALLOUT ON US/GDR RELATIONS. AT THIS POINT, WE WOULD 
GUESS THAT THE EAST GERMANS WOULD NOT FIND SUCH A 
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DEVELOPMENT IN THEIR INTEREST IN PURELY US/GDR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS. POLANSKY 
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